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PRPAI-C

CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND REASONING SKILLS

DIRECTIONS: Thers are ben passages in tha Gritical Analysis ared
Feasoning Skiks section. Each passages blknwed by seveal questions.
Altar reading 8 passage, sekect the besi answer io each question. il you
are nat cartain of an angwaer, elminale the alermatives thal you know 1
ba incomact and then select an answar from tha remaining alemptives,
Inclicabe your sedectad answer by marking the comesponding answos

o your answer sheed.

Passage | (Questions 1-7)

My ilea of boing a writer was foemed daring thnse
srenuows yeaes aflcr World War 11, when e modem
tradition came into s own in Amenica. Though T was
ar ease ns an English major, and though the way ahoad
o grasdunie schoold had beon paved, [ koew that il | was
“serious {lhal sonbher pasawaan of MY gencralisa) s
writing. T onshd have 1 piot exsidie moy prospective fellowsbip
and g feowth, ssked and wncestain, inlo the workd. Mot
just iz workl, thowgh: mather, 0 a place that woahl lio w
the necessary distance from my middle-clais o kgnoand
aned from the nosmald course of o prodesssonal carser, i
was the plasce 10 which Sherwond Anderson had ‘gone
after walking can of his marriage and paint faciory, the
tenement on n lost streol whero Thinmas Wil had sct his
hank kedgens om an icebox, the boiler ronm where Faulkecr
wroln Sanctuary, ue e cosk-lined bedpoom where Prowst
winle his B i Pri ty, it was the bome
of “silence, exile and cunning” - the romote, “alienated™
communéty of the modem anixt,

Alber four years of sseadily overreaching mysell as a

Flaghert = “aur Penclope,” as Pousd said - who winol
a friend (hat he had staved 81l day and produced a sin

it Thsediseijpline of b e writer, lherolore, |
mol 3o mwch in wriling as in propaning himscIf o
al locating himsoll in comething called “the tmdnig
and submnitling 1@ its suibority, This he could afford

B i an e iling view, was nog
expression of his personality but. in Bliot"s Famoss phi
anvescape from it According (o Eliot s clasic formulag
ong'sopn was momly a calakyst that enabled emotions
redges dis s, and Aokl fscl be mads wp s gocd par)
the tradstion, Indeed, if one subscribed to "“The Imperso
Theory of Poetry,” the tadition was o more vital foree if
evem am imdividual 's Ehoniz 3 keast, so0ng was e
B interprel This Famoss casay thal Sianimiesd i the sesihy
ol the greal modermns.

Ivwoashd speenedl ey rewriting a paragraph of descripdy
an o saitor works om his shoos, palishing. biming off
wan, amd repolishing., irying 1o give the wosds that qu
impasive gheam through ke ordisary of Flauben’s 7
Cosiar Simaple™; | would spend months revising a o
page story so thet [t might come oul ko the poom Y

{ 1 of, “ax cobd and beautifial as the dawn,” T

lisewabare majos, wasgal e mixedup, and ihe nirl b hed
&5 @ writer was g0 rarefled that it supported very linle life.
Part of nuy grandiose practices as 3 stusben bad stemmed
from a passionate responss 0 the afistic and int=llecual
prandeur of modom literanere, and even when | realized
that the practices were self-allennting, 1 didn"t douba for
& mament that the passson was well-placed. To become a
mendem wriier wos mn awesome calling. cmo thal redquined
huge reserves of leaming and crafl, Take Thomasx Mann
That mighty line of Krapd baoks ca my shelf was sasd o
have beon prichiced by a brickle of prose durisg a few hours
cach moming, while ihe rest of Mann's day was spent in
dling and plntion, o that the gros resorvoins of
imformation and inteitkon would remain full,

The oxemplary madenn writers were meen of lenming,
eritiea axwell ascpestors ol oal ane, and, charscteristically,
archiects of & worldview, Maoreowver, thoy were antists. They
didln"t wrile to produce ihe hvioas paind, the immsedisto
effect; rather, they slowly, paticntdy built sp imtricste,
impersonsl eruciures af nseaning. For most of ke, the
shvwer, Ihe beller. The archetypal modern novelist was

values of “art™ porsisted, and in the five years after |
Ans Arhior, | wiote exactly seven stories. | lsbored on
few Eromic inles of empey lives, all ruming apon the th
of inizlmbon sesd resignatbon; never realizing tho inony
oy o, that mey themse was mostly an unconssious pary
Oof the caporiones of wriling, while my ale slasll was
wistually conitant, variod — and unes plored - iedikatios)
what | picked ug from the litermry acmosphene was mo)
 cenaln vanity sad despairol participation. AL my v
imtimations of apolential background, position, fealty. 5
socnscd cmbodicd the e and raieed 4o a highsr power,
Ui, s, e Vi beehavior, whish, like nay fictbon, i
Y Feet hareldy roaiching (he groand.

Adapiend from T, Selitiecd, A For Giocxd Vot i My bl
accapknal Pesco on Writng, Fing, and llsscing iy
[ whns, 1T by T
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